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Formgiving: Giving Form to the Future
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Formgiving - the Danish word for design - means to give form to that which has not yet been
given form. In other words: to give form to the world that we would like to find ourselves
living in the future. A task more important than ever, as humans are the greatest force shaping
the planet today. To feel that we have licence to imagine a future different from today - all
we have to do is look back ten years, a hundred years, a thousand years - to realise how radi-
cally different things were then from now. The same would be true if we could look forward
with the same clear sight. Since we know from our past that our future is bound to be differ-
ent from our present, rather than waiting for it to happen on its own, we have the power to
give it form. Formgiving takes you on a journey across time to sense how the world around us
has been shaped, from the past to the present and beyond - from the Big Bang to singularity.
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Kai-Uwe Bergmann is a partner at BIG who brings his expertise to proposals around the globe, includ-
ing work in North America, Europe, Asia and the Middle East. Kai-Uwe heads up BIG's Business Devel-
opment department, which currently has offices working in over 25 different countries, as well as
overseeing BIG's Communications. Registered as an architect in the USA and Canada, Kai-Uwe most
recently contributed to the resiliency plan to protect ten miles of Manhattan's coastline and serves as
a co-instructor for an urban resiliency studio at the University of Pennsylvania. He complements his
professional work through previous teaching assignments at the University of Florida, the New School
of Architecture in San Diego and his alma mater the University of Virginia. Kai-Uwe is also a fellow
of the AIA, past board member of the Van Alen Institute, participates on numerous international
juries, and lectures globally on the works of BIG.



